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Finding its Forte
It might be in its 32nd season, but the long-standing Essex Winter Series (EWS) prides itself on its forward momentum and ability to stay current.
"What sets us apart is our broad-based longevity and the fact that we have so many different people represented on the board who are committed to bringing a broad range of programs to the community," says EWS Board of Trustees member and spokesperson Marily MacKinnon. "We try to satisfy a lot of different musical sensibilities...We're not just a chamber group or a jazz group...We try to do something new and different."
So far this season, for example, EWS has featured Idee Fixe Woodwind Quintet, a group from Finland whose aesthetic surprised the audience.
"They were fabulous...This wind quintet was a chamber, but they play new music and they were young," says MacKinnon.
And, speaking of the young, MacKinnon says that one of EWS's main missions is to inspire aspiring musicians.
"For the youngsters and students, coming to concerts is great because they often see young artists playing...and can relate to them...We try to pick [performers] that people can relate to in many ways, either through their music or their backgrounds."
This commitment to accessibility is paying off for EWS, too, even despite the flagging economy.
"We are really ecstatic-we're doing really well!" reports MacKinnon. "We've got a great season and we're going strong and it's because of the community support."
The Essex Winter series presents soprano Patricia Schuman and bass David Pittsinger in a "Valentines Day Special" concert on Sunday, Feb. 14 (this show usually sells out). The series continues on Sunday, Feb. 28 with Northeast Traditional Jazz Ensemble. On Sunday, March 14, 
Triton Horn Trio performs with violinist Ani Kavafian, horn player William Purvis, and pianist and new Winter Series Artistic Director Mihae Lee. All concerts are at 3 p.m. in the Valley Regional High School auditorium in Deep River. Tickets for single concerts are $25 for adults, $20 for seniors, and $6 for children and students; season subscriptions available. For more info and tickets, call 860-391-5578 or visit 
www.essexwinterseries.com.
