Mihae Lee Named Essex Winter Series Artistic Director





Mihae Lee is the new Artistic Director for the Essex Winter Series

From a press release provided by the Essex Winter Series: 

ESSEX — The Board of Trustees of the Essex Winter Series announced that the distinguished pianist Mihae Lee has been named the Series’ Artistic Director. Mr. Fenton Brown, Trustee Emeritus, who has devoted many decades to successfully building a large following for the Series, will work with Ms. Lee to assure a smooth transition. 

Essex Winter Series audiences already know Ms. Lee as a dynamic soloist and chamber musician. She is an artist member of the Boston Chamber Music Society and a member of the Triton Horn Trio with the violinist Ani Kavafian and the French hornist William Purvis. Over a long and illustrious career, she has appeared in such venues as Lincoln Center, the Kennedy Center, Jordan Hall, Berlin Philharmonic, Academia National de Santa Cecilia in Rome, Warsaw National Philharmonic Hall, and Taipei National Hall. She appears frequently at numerous international chamber music festivals and has been a guest artist with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, Speculum Musicae and the Muir, Cassatt, and Manhattan string quartets. 

Praised by the Boston Globe as “simply dazzling,” Ms. Lee’s playing is also marked by great sensitivity and warmth. She is a gifted interpreter of composers ranging from Scarlatti to Chopin to Ligeti, and she has premiered and recorded works by such renowned composers as Gunther Schuller, Ned Rorem, Paul Lansky, Michael Daugherty, and Ezra Laderman. Born in Seoul, Korea, she made her professional debut at the age of fourteen with the Korean National Orchestra after becoming the youngest grand prizewinner in the prestigious National Competition held by the President of Korea. She is a graduate of The Juilliard School and the New England Conservatory and has released compact discs on the Bridge, Etcetera, EDI, Northeastern, and BCM labels. 

In addition to her concert career, Ms. Lee serves on the Board of Trustees of the Boston Chamber Music Society and the Board of Directors of Chestnut Hill Concerts, and she continues to organize and perform benefit concerts for many worthy charities. For the past two years, at the invitation of the Prime Minister and the First Lady of Jamaica, she has organized and performed in concerts in Kingston and Montego Bay to benefit the Jamaica Early Childhood Development Foundation. For many years she brought world-class musicians to Hastings-on-Hudson, NY, to perform in fund-raising concerts for the Hastings Education Foundation, and she recently launched an annual Gala Concert for a free health clinic outside of Pittsburgh, the Community Health Clinic of Butler County. 

Ms. Lee has long-standing ties to Connecticut. She graduated from Westover School in Middlebury while studying music at the Juilliard Pre-College, and for the past 21 years she has performed every summer at Chestnut Hill Concerts in Madison. Over the years she developed a particular affection for the Connecticut shoreline and finally moved to Deep River two-and–a-half years ago from Westchester County, New York. 

“I am thrilled and honored to be asked to continue Fenton Brown’s wonderful accomplishment with the Essex Winter Series,” she said. “He brought so many fabulous musicians to our community for decades. With his blessing, I will work to build on this tradition, to elevate the profile of the Series with world-class musicians while strengthening our roots in the local community and expanding our role in the education and development of young audiences.” 

The Essex Winter Series is a 501c3 organized in 1978 with a mission to bring the finest music, in live performance, to the Connecticut River Valley and Shoreline Region during the winter months and to cultivate its appreciation in the widest audience. 

